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Mit... AM 


| KIL L112 late Lord”. 


BI Stafford, 


F Y 5 7 a9 on of Almiphry God, iT am this 

| day bropthe hither to ſuffer Death, as #4-were 

hs guilty *of High-Treafon : 1 do moſt truly, in 

the -preſence = the Eternal, Qmnipotent, and 

All-knowing God , proteſt "upon my Salvation, That I - 
am as Innocent-as it is poſſible for any: man to-be , 16 
much as in a ehought, of. the Crimes laid to my charge. 
i acknowledge it to be a particular grate and-favour 
of the Holy Trivity, t#have. given, me this longtime to 
prepare my felt tor; Frernity ; [ have n&t-made fo good- 
uſe of that Grace as'T ought .to. haveidone 5 mid by 
my .not -having, ſo well recolle&ed" my. ſelf. as I migh 
have done; 'and partly becauſe nof )oriely my Friends, 
but my Wife and Children, have for. ſeveral days been 
forbid to ſee nie but in the preſence of one of my War- 
ders. This hath been. d;ptear: trouble and diſtraction 
unto me ; bur t hope God of his infinite. merey will 
pardon my, Defects, and abcepr of! my good Inten- 
tions. . 

Since my long PS 1 Hiaki conſidered al 
ren \what could:be the Original Cauſe of my being chus 
acculcd, [1 nth] j knew my lelt not culpable, {o muh as 


na. chought ; ard I cannot believe.it to be upon any 
Atq: | other 


"or on 
other account, , than my being of the Church of Rome: 
T have no reaſon” to be aſhamed of my Religion; for 
it teacheth. nothing but the 'righr Worſhip of God, 
Obedience to'the Ring, and dne Suþordinatisn to the 
Temporal Laws of the Kingdom : And I do ſubmit to 
all Articles of Faith believed -and taught in the Catho- 
lick Church , believing them rp be moſt Conjonant ro 
the Word of Cod. And whereas it hath ſo much and 
often been objected, that the Church holds that Sove- 
raign Princes Excommunitated by the Pope, may by 
their Subjets be Depoled: or Murdered ; as to the 
Murder of Princes, I have been taught as a matter of 
Faith in the Catholick Faith, that ſuch DoGtrine is dia- 
bolical, þorrid, and deteſtable, and cogtrary to the Law 
of God, Nature, and: Nations ; and as ſuch, from my 
heart 1 renounce and abominate it. * As for the Do- 
arine of Depoſing of Princes, I know, ſome Divznes of 
the Catholick.Church hold (it, but as able and learned 
as they, have writ againſt it ; but it was not pretended 
to be the Doctrine of the Church, that is, any point of 
Catholick Faith. : Wherefore I do. here in my Conſci- 
_ ence declare;that it is my true and real Judgement, That 
the ſame Dodtrine of Depoſing Kings 15,contrary to the 
Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom , injurious, to So- 
'veraigm Power £/ and conſequently would be in me, or 
any other of his Majeſties Subjects, impious and damna- 
ble. I believe and profeſs, that there is one God, one 
Saviour, one holy Catholike Church, of which,through 
the mercy, grace, and goodneſs of God, I die a Mem- 
ber. 5Þ | 
To my great and unſpeakable grief, I have offended 

Cod 4n many things, by many great offences ; But 1 
give him moſt humble thanks; not in any of thofe 
Crimes of which I was accuſed. 5: 

All the Members of either Houſe having liberty tq 
propoſe in the Houſe what they think fit for the good 
of the Kingdom, according]y I propoſed what thought 
fit: the Houle is judge of the fitneſs or unfitneſs 


_ of 


- 


FE  Þ 
of it, and1 think I never ſaid any thing that was upfit- 
ting there ; or, contrary. to the Law, and uſe G1 aflia- 
ment 3 for certainly if I had, the. Lords would, as they” 
might, have ſome way puniſhed me : Sol am not cul- 
pable before God or-Man,.. =} LR. 

- It is much; reported of -Indulgences, Djipenſations, 
Pardons, to Murder, Rebel, Lye, Forſwear,, and com-. 

mit ſuch othes Crimes held and given in the Church. ; T 
do here proteſs in the preſence b. God, I never learned, 
believed, or prattiſed any ſuch things, but the contrary 3 
and I ſpeak this withour any Equiyocation or Reſerva- 
tion whatſoever : And certainly, were I guilty either oy 
ſelf, or knew of any one that were gwilty,. whoſoever 
that were ſo,.of any of thoſe Crimes of which I am ac; 
cuſed, I were not opely the greateſt fool, imaginable, 
but a perfe& Madman, :and as wicked, as any. of.thole 
that fo falſly have accuſed me, if I ſhould not diſcover 
A | LEED "YT * 2d Fo S$:: hit2$?! > T3 Of ' dy } 
any ul] defigne I knew in any kind, and:fo upon diſco- 
very ſave my life, I having ſo aften had ſo fair, occafions 
propoſed unto me, and fo am guilty of, Self-murder. 
which is a moſt grievous and hainous fin. _ ” Xnd chowgh 


1 was laſt impeached at the Lords Bar, yet I bave great 
grounds to believe that I was firſt bropght to Tryal'6n 
the belief that to ſave my Lif#I would make ſome great 
Diſcovery 5 and truly ſo I would, had I: known any 
ſuch thing of any il] deſigne, or illezal dangerous Plot, 
either of my ſelf, or any other perſon roy 2a with- | 
out exception. But had I a thouſand Lives, I would 
loſe them all, rather than falſly accuſeeither,my (elf, or 
any other whoſoever : Andit I had known of any Trea- 
ſon, and ſhonld thus deny it., as I do now upon my 
Salvation at this time, -I ſhould have no hope of Salva- 
tion, which now I have through the Merits of Chriſt 
Jeſus. 45 Em. =, 

I do beſcech God-to bleſs: his Majeſty , who is my 
lawful King and Soveraign,who Iwas always by all Laws 
Humane and-Divine, bound to obey ; and I am {ure 
that no Power upon Earth, either fiogly or all cogether, 

& | Gall 
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can le; ally allow me or any body elſe to lift a hand a- 
cainſt im or his Legal Authoritie. I do hold that the 
Conſtitution of the Government of Fe Kingdom i is the 
onely way to continue Peace and Quiernels ; 3 which 


God long continue. 
Next to Treaſongl hold Murder i in abhorrence, and 


| have everdbne,and do : and I do fincerely profeſs, that 


if I could at this time' free my ſelf immediately, and e- 
ſtabliſh what, Religion I would, and what Government 
I would, and make my ſelf as great as I could wiſh, 

and all by the death of one of thoſe Fellows that by 
their Peryuries have brought me to the place where I am, 
I fo much; abhor to be the cauſe of any mans death, chat 
I would not any way be the cauſe of their Murder : 
How much leſs would T endeavour the Aſſaſſination 'of 
his Majeſty; . w whom I hold to'be as gracious a' King as 
ever. this or any other Nation had, and under whom the 
People may enjoy their Liberties as. much as ever any 
did : and if it pleaſe Cod ro grant him Life and 'Hap- 
pineſs, according as T have always wiſhed and prayed for, 
T am morally perſwaded that he and all his Dominions 
will be.as happie and proſperous as ever People were ; 
which I beſeech God grapr. 

I do moſt humbly ask'pardon of the Althiphtie and 
All-merciful God, for all the great offences T have com- 
mitted againſt his Divine Ma jeltie ; -and I know he 
would not have the death and confuſion of a ſinner, but 
that he may repent and live: in 'that aſſurance I hope, 
knowing he never deſpiſeth a contrite heart ; and 
though I have not fo feeling a Contrition as I would, 
yet I have it as well as I can, and I doubt not but that 
God will accept of the good will. \ 

I do defire that all peop'e will forgive me any injury 
that I have done. them in any thing either wiltally or 
by chance ; and I do heartily forgive all people in the 
world that have injured me ; I forgive even thoſe Per- 
jured men that ſo falſly have brought me hither by their 
Perjurie. 


I 


[5] 

I'do. now upon my Death: and Salyation-aver,  that- 
F never- r poke otic wotd eithet unto Oites ot Tyrbervil,or 
tomy knowledge ever faw them-until- my. Trial ; and 
for! ngdale, F never ſpoke unto him of any thing | but as 
bout # Foot-boy, or Foot-man, or Foot-race; and'never 
was then' alone with him. All che puniſhment that I wiſh | 
them, is, that they may repent and. acknowledge the 
wrong: they have done. me; then it will appear how 

innocent']-am-3:i:God forgive them ! I have. a greac 
confidene that it will pleaſe Almighty God, and that 
he'will in a ſhort time bring Truth to light; -then'you 
and all the world will fee. and know whar'1 iogury any 
hath:beens done me - 
hope I have/made it appear thar I have ſame Coti- 
ſcience; for 'tf1had none, certaibly F would have fa: 
wed iy Lift by-acknoudeUpirig my:felf Guiley.3- which 
I could have 7 20 though: I know: Iam torn the leaft 
Guilty. And' I having ſome Conſcience, make very 
all uſe of it; for I throw my (&f | ito cternal Pain by 
thus plamly and conſtantly denying thus at my Death, 
the knowledge of what I am accuſed of in the leaſt. 

T have ſaid thus much in diſcharge of my Conſcience, 
and do aver upon 'my Salvation, what I have laid to be 
really true. 

T thall fay little of: my Tral 3 and whether it were all _ 
according to the known Laws am. too much a Party to 
fay much of it : if it were'not ſo, God forgive him or 
them that were the caule of it. 

' My Judges were all Perſons of Honour, who were 
all as much bound to judge rightly, as if they had been 
upon Oath upon ' what was Legally proved ; and not 
to Vote but according as in their Conlciences they were 
ſatisfied; and -if-any gf them did.otherwiſe upon any 
account whatſoever, ”] beſeech God forgive rhem them, 1 do 
ſo heartily. 

I ſhall end with my hearty Prayers for the happinels 
of his Majeſty, that he may enjoy all happineſs in this 
world and the world to come, and govern his People 

ac- 


[6 ] 

according to' the Laws of God;and-that the. Peoplemay 
be ſenſible what a'Bleſling God4uth ſo.miraculouſly-g1- 
ven-them; 'and obey:him as theyought.;;;-[.ask Pardon 
with a /proſtrate hears of Almighty God, for- all the 
oreat'Offences that  T thave :commirted againſt has Di- 
vine Majeſty, and hope throughrthe:Merits and, Paſlion 
of Chriſt” Jeſus, . to:obtain:everlaſting, Happineſs ; 5 c4AtO; 
whoſe hands I commit my Spirit, asking Pardonof eyery 
perſonithat-F have done any. wrong unto: I:de- freely 
forgive all that! have any ways:Wronged me 3: I do with 
all-che:Devotion - and+ Repentance- that F —_ hoobly 
meuke:the. Mercy of our bleſſed Saviour. -- -;;; {ji 

I beſeech God rev to. vevengetny i | 
the Nation,'or or thoſe: that, were the Cauſtrs of t, wich 
my laſt'Breach. I'do with my laſt Breath ceuely allert 
* my-Tnnocency, and hope the Omnipotent An ”_ 
God will. deal with me jt | 
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